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Like it or not ... 
Disco isn't a fad 
W

ht'tlw, fHlP p,irtitu!uly 
like, the muvir- or not. it') 

1ffit'Hlt no1 to ,1dmt>\\ lcJg,c, 
disco and the impact il i, h,,, u1� up,111 
the u.mon. The rt> 's no 'I ucsfion it lo:�, 
crush .. d full fo.cc upon tlil' Amcrusm 
-vrur- Tlie dtsccrhcqcc 1, new .1 
lmulliar .,1,1::ht 111 man> comnu,n1t1..:,. 
Ir'sbeeuc.dicdaLd .. ;i.!la�h 1111hc 
p.ui. Will u bc>'r' 

Discotlic,1u1·, nnd the d,�u> hlc 
,ry\e- were �W('t..ping tht' counnv be. 
lore r.ulto "dtsccvcrcd" J1�co 11111,1c. 
( )r, shocld Wt' �ny Juel «s C} cs opcm·d 
to the nppnrtunifics to lw reuped 
from it\' There were th, e.- or four �t.1- 
nons pl.1) 1ng it in plac .. , hkt:> tt,1)t1- 
utore-, \Vn�h111j1:ton, I) C and Me-rn- 
1Jh1�. Tht·) were 1,:i>ttin11; 50•HC 1'Ultl 
b(-1S 111 the ruuugs , hut thf's(' were 
markf'tS wuh hl',t\)' black popnhtton� 
and this music \,a) deemed to ht> at 
tuned to the black pci snu. Pluv. th .. ,t:> 
people who fn-quented discos \\CJ'c 

locked upon .1, ,nnw ktud ol sub 
culture and reul!v drdn't amount lo 
ve ry large uumhcn, This W.'ls11't 1hc 
kind o( people most liroa<lca,tns 
"',mtnl us ,m amlitncc lor their \t,1- 
uou-, 

Oh lmv, are we broadcastcrv u 
flcklc hm;chl Last summer 1111 old 
timer III llu� hn�nw,, n,11l1ed Eddie 
Co ssmau, who learned the radio 
trade selling it 111 till' ,trt'Ph of 
Xcwark. NPw Jcr�c�. suw whut wav 
happening on the �trf'Pts or '\"ew 
York The 1est i-, hhton· His New 
York F\1 station, WKTL, was play 
inii; mellow rock und going nowhere. 

.\forlm Taylor rs p,·nJde"i of Buw1<1,1!/,. 
Broadcast Crm,11/tm,1�. Tnrnfly, \ei,, 
ferITy 

Ht· hnrl 11oth1r1� to lose, "' onkn·d a 
swltd1 to full d1"(."<J music \\ 1thi11 GO 
<l.i) �. tho Mcdtatrcud r.ihng., �Pn'IN' 

�1 •• ,w .. d the move to \VKTll \,u, ou. 
La�t fall's Arburon ,lum1·d WKTll a 
dornmatc munhcr onc i11 thli' 11,1t1on's 
l,uJ.'t•,t markt>t, the lh,t tor t1H F\I 
and the fl,�1 lune'" ,Ul)OII<.:, rccol 
lecncn th.it uny r.1dio etatmn m Nt·1, 
\ ork h:l, ,., i·r Hd••<.•1 cd u double-drgjt 
�h,or<.' m th<:' A1h1t1011 ral111.�, ,...,,1, 
thp race lo JUlllJ) uu tlw 1h�i·o h,m1l 
wagon w,r-, on! 

Wh.1t happ1·1wd? Stali,)l)S in ,11Jr 
kf't� all .uouud the LS jumped m!o 
thP Format , many wtthout any 
J<,n·t!1,,,1,i;l1t or 11 ue u11<kr,t,u1l!mg c,f 
wh,11 they were j,!ettin� into ho" to 
do ii or "h,,t ".._� needed t •• make 11 
work Of<.�10u,,., mos! ol ili.,.m h,"L' 
not aclncc ed th.- kind of1nsta111 �\I<.'· 

ccss th,11 \\'K rt: �m\, bnr1ging 001 
the d1ml•t.-r� and dcomsav crs SJ) mi:; 
"I told you �11 'and "dr-co i, umque to 
:\'i"w Yo,k ·· Some ha,l' c\l!ll lw .. n 
lit·aH.I to �,n, "It's (lcfm,td, a foJ 
�Ct°. 1i's alr<.,1dy lwi,;innini,; ,;, fad<".· 

Whilf' WKTU is nd1ug high. thcie 
,Ll)(Jt:J1·, to h<" minor p,1111c iu the 
C\ccutiH· ,uitf' at\\ AHC, the do,r11- 
J1.1tc \:t>w York m1,s1c �t.11lon for 
11ca1 I� two clt>rades. It s!Jl't� pl"� iug 
disco cul� o.·u m.1Sw. but �e<"S further 
nosiou in the ucxt Arhilrnn, Tht> 
lwm) Pmphasi� on d,wo t'Uutmul·� ,ti 
tin� \Hitin,11; and for the firsl lune 
s111t'I.' \\'ABC fimml SllC'!:'eS.'> as a cou 

tcmporary 11111,1c �tation has it de 
�i .. tc.·J from it., "all hit ,n11sw" pol1q 
Du! the� OH,1 1eacli' Muny think so. 
Hut. the, .tre 11 �l11c" J bunch ;1t ,\ HC. 
L'l1P} 1,.;.n,,. 1hat raliug, fo1 �uuth· 
orientf'<l form.irsaff' won or lo,t iu the 
11\t· hornugh, nf '\p" York C:,1r 

not in th(• 10t<1I \Ul'\l'\' ,lrf'a. And, 
d,,c." l'\ now tht' mu�ic ol'thf' ,trf'i-1<; .,f 
!\('" York \\lc'll !1n\'P RT\ ind1r.1t1011 
,ho1 ti) ,lS to "Jwt/u•r tlw m,,, P wns ,l 

,C)to<I one. liu\ proh;ibly won't know 
the trnc ot1tt�•w,• fo, 11 lonii; time. The 
ff')!l!t'\ hl'n' will likPk h,· ron�id(•rl·d 
,, g:1ti,IPlin,· IOr 111.11J) ntlwr� 

\1c,mwlult', r.1d10 h.,� h,ckd tlit• 
new, m<'d1.,·, ,ntc.n,t m the tb,co 
phf'!\0111<.·ncm Aft,•r rill. 1t''\ h1� n,•,,, 
A •H'" l..in<l of mu,w .. '\t·w m11sir,1l 
arlbt,. 1ww fashion� .• wd .i t.Jt,11ly 
nc1, u11ln,tn imo!,111g 11111lio11, ,1f 
<loll .. n ha� 1lpf'n(·d up It 1u.1kc� good 
joi1rn"li�1u m .1 timP whf'n m11rt1 ot 
tlw nP\\� �urrouud, 11,ing 011 prirPS. 
r('lnt1un., with Chuo., aJ1J ,l m;w n•· 
µimf' 11) lr.111 not tl11nq� 111.tl 
c.,,ictl} turn on llw ,t\l'r,tgl' Arnl·ri· 
<'L1n. \"r'U'bll.f'•'k, T,ifr ar,d l'\l'll .\'n- 
111)11'.,, Hu3mo�, tlw 11at10nal 

(;h,,mbi·r of Curnmer<x.· mag.1z1Lll', 
have douc featnrt' rirticlf's 011 di,co 
My f'umpan,, Buuue,ille Hroadta,t 
Con,ulta!lt\, h,,, !>L'l'll ih ll1 ,t <li,co· 
(.�m,ulte<l st.111on \\'WO\J (F\f) in 
:\!hau), :'ilf'w )ork, bl;' the subJect ol 
(\\o umjm 1ww�p,1pt>r ,irtirles ,tnd fe,1- 
tui e w w, rt•porh by two iPlf'"V1sion 
)l<1tiu11, w1thm its fint two WP<"ks of 
opc1.ilw11 

U
ntil rf'(' .. nlh, lhe ,,L·g,111,l' ,1L>e� 
t1mar<l JiS<.�J within th .. hroad 
c-asl mdu�lr} uubhouc the p<J�J 

bvf' one-s. \\'(' bd1c,c the> wl·rc gen 
erat.-11 primarily bv the rnanagt>rnenl 
.m,I prngrammcn or ,ut'L'l"•�(l,I ruck 
,tutinn,. \\'by? lsn 't d1sro rt>ally a 
fmm (1/ HX.k mu,ic? hn't disco thf' 
popul.i1 mu,ic of tlw day? \'t><,, but 
because J!hum-oricntcd ro(k .111<l 
r\1,;co M•Hc fruHL uppu�ik eaJ, uf the 



rock ,11e('t111111. di.,co l\ uot easily in 
tegrated rnto a typical roC'k format. 
Rock prosrammcrs dtdn"t knoc .. hoc, 
to deal with this 11e1v star of the must 
c,,l wor-ld , '" uaturally were afraid or 
it. "vlnvbc n Wt' 11,(llOfl:' t!, it wrll j:O 
llW;I\, ., ·, .. u� I he- (II t1111,le. 

B·a�ic,11ly, pruhlt·u1� uruvc bccao se 
prograuuucrs ii--h an oblii;i:>ttinn tn 
deal with disco, to try to protect tht>ir 
llank, hy playn1g Ji'1:o cuts, hopin!c: to 
appease li�te-nt>r, whn 1nii,:ht wnnt 
surue or this popular new styl;:, of 
lllUSIC. "l'h,tt 11'.IS thPit mistake. "l'hf') 
�tarh•1l phtyin1c: <li,cn tmckv for the 
�..tkt· of playing tl1t·11,, ,,ot Le<.·:,11s<.' 
they fit or wer e a lo1,,'1cal exteuvion or 
modrficut iou of the format. ,\ 
l'hil�dclplna top·40 station has no" 
dn1ppr<l ,1\1 dhc..�, cut, cxlLpt tho,c 
that ,u L' houn-Iidc [ntv, whlch b, 1\hat 
t hv y should !ia\C h(·cn <l"inl,\ all 
alo11g: 

[.\ divco a fall?\' here il> rt headed? I 
prodict that those who !UC dcclar iug 
df sco to he a fad art' do>ct'1ving them 
st-11'1'.'S and others. Ifs likely that 
,onit' of tl1P novl'ltv uf ,111-di!.L'O n«lio 
wtll wear off a�t'r 'm11s1<' lo1·f'r� have 
i,.:ol!t'n tlu•lr fill of it. 1-\111, it ,v,11 nPI 
tadc uwuy until .1 new muvic form ,vitl1 

cqu.rl dyuurntc-, com e s along to 
suppl.rut it. Ye�. I uuticipate tli.1t th,a 
rating-, of \VKTll wtll lf'vel oft and 
drop bacl, to a UOJ uial It>\ t<I fr» the 
market. Yet, the station wil] .,h!l ht> a 
leader J111011g the dozens of stanons 
C'01llp1..·ti.11g Ior the..· .1ud1c11CL' 

Aftt>r all. thi� i� hi�tnry repeat in;.o: 
il�clf. The woeld llf-'t'd, musir- to 
clanl'e to. It has IOr munv generation, 
past, it most likx-ly wil] fi,r many to 
rome. RcguL.r rook had e\"olvf-'d mro 
a �<.·ry un11.J11net',1b)t> sounrl. opening 
tho door f,ir umcic thnr was suitable 

onertng the rhythnuc tceturo. 
111oti,atini; bodte s mto ,11•1io11. 
Th1>re's a savmg, "us go the record 
r.ompnnies, so goes trends 111 mustc." 
fhf'- rl"<'or(l companies art· bchfnd 
disco wuh some of the hi��Ji·, j11�t 
110,v gc tt ing thcrr dtsvu A & H 
mach Iner� f,10, 111g full tilt. · fl1c ,1· un 
two 1Jf thi> major factors thJt �11ppo1t 
mv belief in a long l1fp for disco. 
Another is the vimp]c fact that pop 
11111,1\' h.1..� been stai.;natH•g los.ng the 
excitement and vitality that is so im 
portnut t,) th" lu1n1a11 psyche. On 
ccrue« thf' bf'nt and rhyfhm that h the 
1·,,(·111'1'. of di,l'O. lurin� lht� ,na���·� 
just .i� rock 'n loll iL�elf hacl done 2."i 

y<.·a1� 1:.111i!'!". 
Eventually it wil] :L,,imilntf' it.,,.lf 

Ullo the total rock pe-ture-, just as 
other vuriatious of rock have over lhc 
yt>ar� (Jr, as the contemporary 1nu,k· 
tl\,"Vo')lcltL·r (;nod1ihont> �H�ll;t>�Ee<l :1 
ff'w '-''CC'k� .igo. Ji.\(. ... , h th�· fn,zf'n 
y11J.,rtn·t of ro('k. \Vl11.'11 fro1.cn }Ogurt 
took the (-ountry by .,tonn r,. ftc\\' y;c,ars 
hack, stores a.nd ,trcct-con1er stand, 
sf'"lling il popped up C\t•ry\�·hert'. 
·1 oda) 1! is 111,t Dllt' ill•111 a111011i,.: rnany 
found in ict: t"Tl"1tn1 )tort's. Disco \Viii 
not dcpJrt )(HJU. Ct·rtainly not �o 
lJUicldy n� lo ht• l(·r11lc(I a f:1J. 

L1stcner�hip makeup is proving to 
be f.1r d1±1{-rent and n1nl'h broader 
than rno�t bro.tdc.lStcrs C\Cr thought. 
r1 ,vas thout.;ht to bf'" a highly ethnic 
audit'"nC'e :ind prohal,ly<Juitc yunu�in 
,1�,, ·rh1s is onl> part!� ti1rn>ct. ·rhe 
"·hltof' popul..itlou i., .i<.�ouut!n!l fi,r 11 
g:nod hhlf oft ht' ,,ud1cllLi.' .1t 1u11,t ,ta 
lion� and tht> df'1no�rapl1ie� pt11l111g 
mf'"aningll,i ,hare� 1s run11ing np to :tl 
to 49. D<'ltroii's nr�t full-t11nc (h!.t-o 
\latinn, \VDKQ, is reporting hc1uy 
ll·l1·pbone respon \C' fro111 \vo1n('ll \,·ho 
ur,· ohvir�usly \\C!l nilo tlK·n·.30\ und 
,JO\. '/'he I ea.'.ou is .. ,1H1J1l>. th,· ruu,ie 
m.J..c� ,1111;1MJn fl"f'I good. 

As \\'C cuter tl11· 1980,, '-''<' are ex 
perii-ncin� a period of uct:elerateJ 
ch:111�P.s in lir,a�l\'le!., 1uu�ic Jn<l un1.'> 
it.·<!l ta,tt·�. . of\\ h1rh <l1s('o is on\,., ;1. 

part 111,i.kin.g- traditional 1�dio 
fr,1111:1t� 1110rt> fragile. Add to thi,, in· 
crc.-�ing an<lif'n<'t> fraa;rnt•,,\(tl 1ou ll uc 
lo the c� er·!,,'"! o,vin� nn 1nher of 1 .1dio 
�tations co1npcti11g for a significant 
shure of li\tPnin.�. l)isco Is ju�t tlK· 
hPJl1nnh1g of the challengP� tb:i:t ,..,111 
face 1n.1ny hr,111c!(·1t�l('rs and s\al!on 
prow11111n,,.rs in d1t> n"''' clC'(',1de. 

Jo,� Cnpobin11c-0 of Bo11110, illc 
Bro:1.dcasl < :011sult.n1t� �u!{l-,re�t, tJ1al 
·· totlay, only bea11tilul music ren1.1in� 
in\"iolatf-' a� a. musir form:11 In tnany 
''ht}�. d1t, k·)�IJII ofdi..cc> ""n11LL1tf'� thf' 
]t>�<;ou ofbe,nitil"ul u•u�ile - a di�tiuct. 
t()ushtent n111,il'�l p11,·!ronn11;>nt c:;o 
be do,1·111·1itht a.!dicti'wt< to r)(l.io !is 
l,:,11t-r,. B1,th t'll\'l"lop tht> !lstf'llt'r in ,I 
s�·u of e11c1 gy; hoth rut> in�tantly iden 
tifiahle. \v-ith both. the '111t>diu1n i� the 
1ness.1gc' thcoron1 .11pplics." 

The tr11e pntr"nllal in diS('O for ttH� 
5taliou !11:� in \lie ouc fuctor tl1;1t im 
{la(:ls far 111ore (h,111 &11y other - rL· 
g.ir<llc�� offonnat on its ah!lit}' to 
sue<:tt:d: tl1P r<immitment to doing a 
top-uoteh proff'-�Sion:i.1 job 111 a� 
�Pmbliug, prc�cntiu!l and 111ornoting 
tJif' 1>m<lu("t Di\.t.,_)\ n,vn d1,1matlc 
n�<:ensioo or .111othcr ,t.,,ti!>H \ �U(;("f'�S 
1\·ith 1t 1, no jl:!;1,11,1,Ul'<' thut you 11•ill 
rt·ap tin• �nrni> hntVt>SI. o�ko\ Di,l'othcquc. lll'v,·rly llill,. Cahl<,,-nia (Phvlo bv Rvb ,\fanch) 


	Musings - Disco Pg 1.pdf (p.1)
	Musings - Disco Pg 2.pdf (p.2)

